Huntington's disease: studies on brain free amino acids.
We studied the levels of free amino acids in putamen and Brodmann's area 10 of 12 patients who died with Huntington's disease and 13 non-neurologic controls. GABA, glutamate and alpha-amino-n-butyric acid concentrations were found to be reduced in putamen of Huntington's disease patients. In Brodmann's area 10 the levels of glutamate, histidine and lysine were decreased, but the content of aspartate, GABA, glycine, serine and taurine was increased in the same group of patients.